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properly of one and a half ; has many windows, irregular chimneys, and gables."
Some writers, more especially poets, have spoken of these years of Cromweirs life as a time given up entirely to domesticity and agriculture. Marvell praises the Protector for an early abstention from public affairs which was by no means voluntary:
" For neither didst thou from the first apply Thy sober spirit unto things too high ; But in thine own fields exercisedst long A healthful mind within a body strong."
Elsewhere he pictures the ascent of the future general of the Republic:
" From his private gardens, where He lived reserved and austere, As if his highest plot To plant the bergamot."
Yet even to these private gardens and sequestered fields the echo of the German drums must have penetrated, and the Thirty Years* War must have stirred Cromwell as it stirred D'Ewes and Eliot. His later life suffices to prove it. In 1647, when the English Civil War seemed over, Cromwell thought of taking service in Germany himself. When he became Protector, his European policy was inspired by the passions of the Thirty Years* War. Its memories governed his attitude towards Austria and Sweden ; he thought that Leopold I. would be a second Ferdinand II., and dreamt of finding a new Gustavus in Charles X, But to the Puritan farmer, prescient of a